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Fear Not to Communicate Frequently, Even Daily. 





You Are Afraid and Say, ‘T Might Communicate Unworthbily.”’ 
HRISTIAN soul, if your conscience tells you that you are in 
the state of mortal sin, do not approach the holy table; 
for ‘‘he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh judgment to himself.’’ However, if you are in 
doubt whether your sin was mortal, if you are not absolutely cer- 
tain of having committed a grievous sin, then make an act of 
perfect contrition and receive Holy Communion without fear, and 
you will not communicate unworthily. 

According to the teachings of holy Church, only persons who 
are conscious of being in the state of mortal sin, are forbidden to 
approach the holy table. Banish, therefore, all fear, and accus- 
tom yourself before every Holy Communion to make a short, 
sincere act of contrition, then approach the holy table with con- 
fidence. And should it happen at any time that, without knowing 
it, you had on your conscience a mortal sin not yet confessed, even 
this sin would be forgiven by Holy Communion; only confess this 
sin in your next confession. What, then, do you fear? 
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Secondly, You Say, ‘T Have $o Many Failings.”” 

Dear Christian, if you had no imperfections and had com- 
mitted no venial sins, I might be induced to say that you are less 
in need of daily Communion. Do not be surprised at my words, 
because they that are well have no need of a physician but they 
that are sick. Now, since you have so many failings, as you con- 
fess, and frequently commit venial sin, and therefore are spiritually 
sick and weak, you should for this very reason daily receive Holy 
Communion, because Holy Communion, as the Church declares, 
has been instituted principally as a remedy for the infirmities of 
the soul. 

What a consolation! But at the same time, what an urgent 
exhortation! Consequently, if you fall frequently, even daily, then 
go daily to the physician of life in Holy Communion. If you fall 
daily, then daily make use of the best remedy. In a word, do what 
the Roman Catechism teaches you: ‘‘Communicate every day, 
because you commit sin every day.’’ Why, then, do you fear? 


Thirdly, You Say, “Chen T Must Go to Confession $o Often.” 
If you are laboring under the impression, dear Christian, that 
the sacrament of penance and Holy Communion belong insep- 
arably together, you deceive yourself. The same Church, who 


raised her voice in favor of daily Communion, advises us to com- 
municate a number of times consecutively, without going to con- 
fession. When are you really obliged to go to confession? 

According to the doctrine of the Church, only when you are 
conscious of having committed a mortal sin. It is by no means 
necessary, it is only beneficial to confess your venial sins. If you 
are not absolutely certain of having committed mortal sin, go to 
Holy Communion confidently, even though you have not been to 
confession for some time. Do not let gloomy reflections worry 
you, do not annoy the priest by taking his time without necessity, 
and make it a rule, that if you communicate daily, and conse- 
quently do not easily fall into mortal sin, to go to confession not 
oftener than once a week, every two weeks, or once a month. 
There are many good and devout persons for whom a monthly 
confession is sufficient. If these persons go to Holy Communion 
five times every week, they can gain all the plenary indulgences of 
the special feasts. Why, then, hesitate? 


Fourthly, You Say, “T Have No Cime for Preparation and Chanksgiving.”’ 
Certainly, dear Christian, it were well if you always had an 
abundance of time for your preparation and thanksgiving when 
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receiving the Bread of Life. However, bear in mind that the 
principal effects of Holy Communion are produced by Him Whom 
we receive, not by our preparation and thanksgiving. And even 
though, for some reason or other, you were to receive Holy Com- 
munion without preparation or thanksgiving, nevertheless, our 
Divine Lord would effect in your soul an increase of grace and 
love. 

If, occasionally, your time for preparation should be very 
limited, do not let this deter you from your daily Communion; do 
the best you can under the circumstances, and while on your way 
to church begin to make short acts of faith, confidence, contri- 
tion, and loving desire for your Lord, and the same Lord will be 
pleased to accept the little you offer. Proceed in the same man- 
ner with your thanksgiving, and you will have done well. Why, 
then, entertain fear? 


Fitthly, You Say, “T Would Attract Attention.” 

Possibly, going so often to Holy Communion, you might at- 
tract attention, but this would not be the case everywhere, nor 
will it continue very long. At the present day, so much is being 
said and written concerning daily Communion, that no Catholic 
could express himself unfavorably regarding the new practice of 
daily Communion, without giving offence to all good Catholics, 
and contradicting the supreme authority of the Church. 

Consequently, only those wanting in the true spirit, the 
withered branches on the vine of the Church, would disapprove 
your daily Communion. In such cases we must remember that 
“‘we ought to obey God rather than men,”’ especially such men. 
Or would you be a slave to human respect? What, then, do 
you fear? 

Sixthly, You Say, “T Draw Little Fruit from My Gommunions.”’ 

I am well aware what you have in mind. You are thinking 
of these words: ‘‘One Communion would have sufficed to make 
me a Saint, and after receiving so many Holy Communions, I am 
still so far from sanctity.”’ 

I know not whence these words originated, but I pardon 
their author, as I take for granted they were said from a motive 
of humility. This assertion, however, is erroneous, or at least 
misleading, for it cannot be proved. Although it remains true 
that one single Communion would have in itself the power to 
make us holy, nevertheless, it does not as a rule do so, as one or 
even more Holy Communions have not this end and aim, to trans- 
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form us suddenly into saints. Why not? For the simple reason 
that Holy Communion has been instituted as our daily bread, our 
daily food, our daily remedy. It produces its effects, therefore, 
not suddenly or by starts or jerks, but after the manner of cor- 
poral nourishment and of medicine, that is by the way of slow 
growth, by gradual and almost imperceptible influence upon the 
soul. And this gradual effect of Holy Communion, is an addi- 
tional reason, Christian soul, for you and for us all, to receive 
frequently, even daily. 

Possibly, too, you judge the effects of Holy Communion ac- 
cording to the fervor of your devotion and the sweetness of the 
consolations you therein experience. But, does devotion and 
sensible sweetness lie within our power? Are they not rather 
gifts of the Lord, who bestows them on one and withholds them 
from another? Devotion and sensible sweetness are in themselves 
no essential effect of Holy Communion. Do not seek them self- 
ishly, but seek only your sweet Savior who operates in your soul, 
even though you feel no devotion. Do you now still fear? 


Finally, You Say, “T Have $o Many Duties.” 


This objection may be just in some cases, but is usually with- 
out foundation. Holy Communion, according to the new practice, 
or rather, according to the ancient teaching of Christ and the 
Church, is to be nothing more than it had been in early Christian 
times; not an extraordinary practice, but the first act in the order 
of the day of every Christian, nothing more. 

After this first daily duty of the Christian has been complied 
with, he may proceed undisturbed to fulfill his remaining obliga- 
tions, his labors in the factory, in the field, his journeys, etc. 

Daily Communion in our every day life is, therefore, no ex- 
traordinary act—we do not even need to wear our best clothes—it 
is our first duty, a duty we owe, our tribute of gratitude towards God 
the Master of each new day, it is a source of richest blessings for 
our daily labor and purest joy for the heart. 


One More Admonition. 


Whenever you assist at holy Mass fasting, or can assist fasting, 
and are not conscious of being in the state of mortal sin, then do not 
hesitate, but receive Holy Communion during Mass, or before or 
after Mass. It isinexplicable and entirely inexcusable if the faithful 
do not communicate on week-days, when they have the oppor- 
- tunity, and the conditions required are so easily fulfilled. The 
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best preparation for Holy Communion is to assist devoutly at 
Mass. Communion and holy Mass, mutually complete each 
other, and both receive thereby their full effect and signification 
for us. 

Come, then, all, daily, taste and see that the Lord is sweet ! 


‘Suffer Little Children to Zome to Me!’’ 





Our present Holy Father loves little children so much that 
he has bestowed on them the most precious gift he had. He gave 
them Jesus,—Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. Already at the age of 
seven years, even sooner, little children are permitted to receive 
the divine Friend of children into their innocent hearts. Pius X. 
issued a special decree for children, which contains wise precepts 
regarding their spiritual welfare during life, at their death, and 
after theirdeath. Parents and pastors do well to direct the minds 
and hearts of children to the fact, that the Holy Father thought 
of them, just as a loving father thinks of his youngest children and 
provides for them in a special manner. The little ones will soon 
realize how great a blessing the Vicar of Christ bestowed on them; 
they will certainly take pleasure in praying for him, if encouraged 
by parents and pastors. The Pope, and the Church which is so 
oppressed, are greatly in need of the prayers of so many millions 


of innocent children. 
Divine Providence. 


Divine Providence usually avails Itself of apparently the most 
insignificant means to attain success; thus the children being most 
intimately united to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, can codperate 
with Him in the present sad and depressing condition of the 
Church, which is threatened by persecutions everywhere; perse- 
cutions from within and persecutions from without. More than 
ever is there need in these latter times, that the esteem for super- 
natural gifts again revive; that we have the highest regard for 
supernatural grace; that we begin to consider the reception of 
Holy Communion, the devout hearing of holy Mass superior to 
all temporal goods; finally, that from tenderest childhood we 
begin to battle in the most efficacious manner with the above 
mentioned weapons, against vice and evil inclinations. This is 
what is needed for our exceedingly materialistic and s2nsually 








inclined generation. The holy table must be the nursery for all 
faithful Catholics who are true to their convictions. 

The Papal decree, regarding Holy Communion for children, 
is truly providential. Let those who are in charge of children, 
speak to them of the love of our Divine Savior, of His longing to 
come into the hearts of children in order to caress them and to 
have them near Him; and the children will feel themselves irre- 
sistably drawn to their best of friends. ‘‘Suffer little children to 
come to Me!”’ 
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AA Duty of Gratitude. 


Some time ago, Pius X. joyfully related that a boy six and a 
half years old, had written and thanked him for having been per- 
mitted to receive Holy Communion at so early anage. The child 
stated that in gratitude he had offered up his first Communion 
for the Holy Father. 

Would it not be a beautiful custom if all the children of the 
whole Christian world would offer up their first Holy Communion 
for the Holy Father? It would become the means of keeping the 
children permanently attached to the Vicar of Christ and the 
Church. Children who are so privileged as to approach the holy 
table several times a week, ought to offer up a Holy Communion 
once a week for the Holy Father. This practice is introduced 
among the pupils of our St. Joseph’s Academy. All children take 
delight in making this offering. Their love and devotedness to- 
wards the Supreme Pontiff and the Church will thereby certainly 
be confirmed. 


‘ 


Privilege for Frequent Communicants of Gaining Tndulgences. 


In a decree of the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences, dated 
February 14, 1906, the Holy Father, Pius X., grants to all, who 
in the state of grace and with a right and devout intention, re- 
ceive Holy Communion at least five times a week, the privilege 
of gaining all plenary indulgences that can be gained during the 
time, without being obliged to go to confession weekly; this is 
likewise the case, if they go to confession but once a fortnight, 
once a month, or even less frequently. 

To those, therefore, who receive Holy Communion daily, or 
almost daily, that is, at least five times a week, and to those 
only, Pius X. has granted a favor of widest range; for in regard 
to confession, they are bound to no definite limit whatever. Even 
though they were to confess their sins but once a year — which 
however would not be advisable—they could gain all the plenary 
indulgences available during that interval, although confession 
may be prescribed for each indulgence. 

From this it can easily be concluded, how much the Holy 
Father desires that entire liberty be given regarding confession, 
and that the reception of Holy Communion is of far greater im- 
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portance and necessity than the sacrament of penance. If a 
person were to go to confession but seldom, but were zealous in 
approaching the holy table all the more frequently and worthily, 
he would have fulfilled the main part. The principal and most 
important sacrament is that of the Holy Eucharist, and by no 
means that of penance. 


Ain Extraordinary Power of Spiritual Directors. 


In a brief of August 10, 1906, Pius X. granted the members 
of the so-called ‘‘Priests’ Communion League’’ for the promotion 
of frequent and daily Holy Communion, the extraordinary and 
singular power to impart to their penitents the privilege of a 
plenary indulgence every week, providing they receive Holy Com- 
munion daily, or at least five times a week. 

Penitents may obtain this favor for several weeks at a time, 
so that the indulgence can be gained every week, without weekly 
confession. No other conditions are prescribed. 

To show hissolicitude for the promotion of frequent Holy Com- 
munion, Pius X. himself joined this Priests’ Communion League. 


————— eee 


What Ts Our Cord Doing in the Blessed Sacrament ? 


What is our Divine Lord doing in the Blessed Sacrament? He 
is praying for us to His Heavenly Father: He sacrifices Himself 
for the conversion of sinners, for the salvation of souls. If, in 
union with the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we pray and pray for years, 
suffer and sacrifice ourselves for the poor souls, how pleasing must 
such a life be to our Lord; what treasures of grace can we not 
thereby obtain! Let us then promise the sacred and most merciful 
Heart of Jesus, to assist the poor souls, in order to afford Him the 
consolation of seeing His friends soon released. 

In conclusion, let us remember the promise of our Lord to 
St. Gertrude, who had offered all her merits for the poor souls: 
*“‘As recompense for the charity, which has induced you to give 
all your good works to the poor souls, I remit to you at this mo- 
ment, all the punishment you would have to endure in purgatory, 
and besides I will reward a hundred-fold every good work you 
have done for them and will generously increase your glory in 
heaven.’’ 
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The Holy Rosary. 


NCE more the beautiful month of the holy rosary is at hand. 
How eagerly has it been awaited by all devout souls and 
families, by Church and society, in order that by their 
united prayer of the holy rosary, they may draw upon 
themselves the fruits of redemption and the blessings of the Moth- 
er of grace. The Holy Ghost, knowing beforehand the trials and 
storms that were to come, through Leo XIII. of blessed memory, 
exhorted all Christendom to united and fervent prayer. This was 
the first condition for the world to become reconciled with God, 
for the restoration of Christ’s kingdom. The Holy Ghost desires 
that Christ’s renewed life of grace be implored and given in our 
days to souls, to families, and to society, especially through Mary, 
as Christ, the salvation of the world, was given to humanity 
twenty centuries ago through Mary. 

It is the Holy Ghost, therefore, Who, through the Vicar of 
Christ, exhorts the faithful to pray the rosary, in order that 
through Mary, and the codperation of the faithful, souls may be 
saved, families renewed in Christ, and the erring led back to the 
Church. Mary herself came down from heaven, and knowing 
the sad and troublesome times that were approaching, in every 
apparition at Lourdes, prayed the rosary with Bernadette, who 
was there as the representative of the faithful, and through her 
requested mankind to pray the rosary and to do penance. 


No Prayer More Efficacious. 


There is, in fact, no prayer more beautiful or more efficacious. 
When we pray the rosary, we begin by making the sign of the 
cross, because by the holy cross we have been redeemed and in 
virtue of the cross we attain to the vision of the Triune God. Then 
follows our profession of faith, the Apostles’ Creed, which is also 
a renewal of our baptismal vows. Next in order comes the 
Glory be to the Father, which is the prayer of the angels in heav- 
en; the Our Father, the Lord’s prayer; the petition for an increase 
of the divine virtues, faith, hope, and charity; the meditation on 
the mysteries of the life, passion, death, and glorification of Jesus 
and Mary; the Hail Mary of the Archangel Gabriel, which is re- 
peated and twined rose after rose into the wreath of the psalter. 
Is not this a beautiful, a heavenly prayer? By the words “‘full of 
grace,’’ we acknowledge the Immaculate Conception of Mary and 
her preservation from all sin; in saying ‘‘the Lord is with thee,”’ 
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we think of the eternal predestination of Mary as coéperating in 
the work of our redemption; when we pray “‘blessed art thou 
amongst women,’’ we bear in mind that Mary is the Queen of 
heaven and earth; in saying, “‘blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus,’’ we meditate on her divine maternity, as the prime cause 
of all her prerogatives; by the ‘‘Holy Mary, Mother of God,”’ etc., 
we acknowledge her and pray to her as the Mother of grace, the 
refuge of sinners, the health of the sick, the help of Chirstians, 
and the gate of heaven. 

Let us take delight in saying this incomparable prayer, which 
God and His holy Church has taught us; this prayer in which the 
sublimest mysteries of our redemption are charmingly interwoven 
with the angelical salutation to Mary. The holy rosary resounds 
in the lowly cottage of the laborer and in the splendid mansions 
of the rich. It adorns the hands of the peasant as well as the 
girdle of the devout religious. And how many youths and virgins 
have not been saved by this means! 


The Rosary, a Sign of Recognition. 


The rosary has become a sign by which we recognize a good 
Catholic. Scoffed at by the enemies of holy Church, loved and 
revered by her faithful children, this sign separates the multitudes. 
What do we place in the hands of the deceased? Not the instru- 
ment he used at work, but the crucifix and rosary. We behold 
the rosary in the hands of a St. Francis Xavier, who by its means 
wrought miracles; we see it used by a St. Alphonsus, a St. John 
Berchmans, and many other saints. We see it adorn the flag of 
Admiral Don Juan of Austria, in his glorious victory over the Turks 
at Lepanto, while Christendom prayed the rosary. In particular 
in these latter times, we see this devotion flourishing, in conse- 
quence of the frequent exhortations of the great Pope Leo XIII., 
who, in the tribulations of the Church, placed his hope in the 
rosary. 

Shall we not also twine rose after rose into the garland of the 
psalter? Yes, we likewise will offer to the Mystical Rose, frequent- 
ly, even daily, the rosary devotion so pleasing to her. 


The Rosary of a Martyr. 
From the Portuguese by T. N. Tibesar. 
It was on the roth of March, 1615, when a religious of the 
society of Jesus ascended the scaffold in Glasgow. John Ogilbi 
was his name and his great crime consisted in saying that the 
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spiritual power belonged exclusively to the Pope and not to the 
King, who at the time was James I. When he was being led to 
the scaffold a Protestant minister came up to him, and protesting 
great affection and concern, spoke thus: ‘My dear Ogilbi, I*feel 
sorry for you and extremely regret your obstinate resolution to 
endure such a disgraceful death.’’ Father Ogilbi feigning fear of 
the gallows, answered: 

“‘What canI do? Iam powerless to prevent it. They de- 
clared me guilty of high treason and therefore I must die.”’ 

“‘High treason! Nothing of the kind,’’ replied the Protes- 
tant. ‘‘Swear off your papism, and you will at once be pardoned; 
furthermore you will be overwhelmed with favors.’’ 

“You are joking !”’ 

*‘No; Iam in earnest, and have the right to speak thus, since 
the Protestant Archbishop sent me to offer you his daughter in 
marriage, and a rich dowry, if you decide to pass into our ranks.”’ 

With these words they arrived at the scaffold. 

The Protestant insisted that the Jesuit should consent to live. 
Father Ogilbi replied that he was willing to do so, if his honor 
would not be contaminated. 

“I told you already,’’ answered the minister, ‘‘that you will 
be loaded with favors and honors.’’ 

‘Well then,’’ answered Father Ogilbi, ‘‘repeat your promise 
before the crowd.”’ 

““With the greatest pleasure.’’ 

‘Hear me,’’ shouted Father Ogilbi, turning towards the peo- 
ple; “listen to the proposition made to me.’’ And the Protestant 
minister spoke in a loud voice: 

“I promise to Mr. Ogilbi life and the daughter of the Arch- 
bishop in marriage with a rich dowry, provided he be willing to 
pass over into our ranks.’’ 

“‘Are you inclined,’’ asked Father Ogilbi, of the crowd, 
bear witness, if it is necessary, to this proposition that you heard 
just now?”’ 

““Yes,’’ roared the crowd, and Father Ogilbi made ready to 
descend from the scaffold. 

The Catholics who were present and witnessed the scene en- 
dured indescribable agony at the thought of the scandal which 
such an apostasy would create in the whole Church. 

‘In this case then,’’ continued Father Ogilbi, ‘‘I will not be 
persecuted for high treason.’’ 

‘“‘No,’’ roared the crowd. 
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**‘My crime is, therefore, solely and alone my religion?’ 

““So it is, only your religion.’’ 

Father Ogilbi’s eyes sparkled with delight, a bright smile 
played upon his lips. After a momentary silence he said: ‘‘Very 
well, that is more than I asked for. I am sentenced to death 
only on account of my religion. For my religion I would give a 
hundred lives if I hadthem. I have only one, take it; my religion 
you shall never tear away from me.”’ 

The Catholics on hearing these words rejoiced exultingly, 
whilst the Protestants were frantic with rage. They were caught 
in their own meshes. Order was given to the executioner to 
complete his task. The executioner with tears in his eyes begged 
pardon of.the martyr, who in return embraced him. 

Before his hands were tied, Father Ogilbi loosened his rosary 
and flung it into the crowd. It happened to fall upon the breast 
of a young Calvinist who was at the time traveling through Scot- 
land, Baron John Eckersdorff, afterwards Governor of Treves and 
an‘intimate friend of Archduke Leopold, brother of Ferdinand III. 

Years passed by, the Governor of Treves already a decrepit 
old man, remarked: ‘When the rosary of Father Ogilbi struck 
my breast and the eager Catholics snatched it before I could take 
hold of it, I certainly had no mind to change my religion; but 
those beads struck my heart and from that moment my interior 
peace was gone, my conscience was even troubled and frequently 
I asked myself: “Why did those beads strike me and no other 
person?’ That thought haunted me for many years and left me 
no rest—and I became a Catholic. I ascribe my conversion to 
this blessed rosary which today I would buy at any price and which 


once in my possession I would not part with for anything on earth.’’ 
Mensageiro—Lis Boa, Outubra Se 1891. 


Che Fifteen Promises of Mary to Christians Who Recite the Rosary. 


1. Whoever shall faithfully serve me by the recitation of the 
rosary, shall receive signal graces. 

2. I promise my special protection and the greatest graces to 
all those who shall recite the rosary. 

3. The ‘rosary shall be a powerful armor against hell, it will 
destroy vice, decrease sin, and defeat heresies. 
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4. It will cause virtue and good works to flourish; it will obtain 
for souls the abundant mercy of God; it will withdraw the hearts 
of men from the love of the world and its vanities, and will lift 
them to the desire of eternal things. Oh, that souls would sanc- 
tify themselves by this means. 

5. The soul which recommends itself to me by the recitation 
of the rosary, shall not perish. 

6. Whoever shall recite the rosary devoutly, applying himself 
to the consideration of its sacred mysteries shall never be con- 
quered by misfortune. God will not chastise him in His justice, 
he shall not perish by an unprovided death; if he be just he shall 
remain in the grace of God, and become worthy of eternal life. 

7. Whoever shall have a true devotion for the rosary shall not 
die without the sacraments of the Church. 

8. Those who are faithful to recite the rosary shall have dur- 
ing their life and at their death the Jight of God and the pleni- 
tude of His graces; at the moment of death they shall participate 
in the merits of the saints in paradise. 

9. I shall deliver from purgatory those who have been devoted 
to the rosary. 

10. The faithful children of the rosary shall merit a high de- 
gree of glory in Heaven. 

11. You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of the 
rosary. 

12. All those who propagate the holy rosary shall be aided by 
me in their necessities. 

13. I have obtained from my Divine Son that all the advocates 
of the rosary shall have for intercessors the entire celestial court 
during their life and at the hour of death. 

14. All who recite the rosary are my sons, and brothers of my 
only son Jesus Christ. 

15. Devotion to my rosary is a great sign of predestination. 


Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according’to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence, 
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Devout Clients of the Rosary. 


It goes without saying that all the saints have been faithful 
servants of Mary; we might fill pages with the names and inci- 
dents in the lives of those who had a special devotion to the rosary. 

St. Charles Borromeo had the most fervent devotion to the 
Blessed Mother of God, and never a day passed that he did not 
recite the beads. He was fond of recommending the practice to 
his penitents, and had in his cathedral a chapel and confraternity 
of the rosary. He experienced great consolation from the daily 
recital of this garland of sweet salutations to the Queen of Heav- 
en, it seemed to dispel every doubt, dissolve every perplexity. 

St. Philip Neri was another of the illustrious sons of the Church 
who was seldom seen during leisure hours without the Ave Maria 
on his lips, or arosary in his hand. On one memorable occasion 
he said to those about him, “‘Know, my children, and believe me 
who know it, that there is no way more powerful to obtain favors 
from God than through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin.’’ 

St. Francis de Sales had a wonderful love for the Mother of 
God, a sensible devotion that found expression in the most en- 
dearing terms. He was wont to speak of her as would a simple, 
affectionate child of a mother dearly cherished. He called her 
the ‘‘joy of his heart,’’ and early in life made a vow to recite her 
beads daily, a promise which he faithfully kept. No matter how 
late the hour, nor how great his fatigue, he never allowed a day 
to pass without reciting the rosary. 

St. John Berchmans was heart and soul devoted to Mary 
calling her his ‘‘sweet mother,’’ and finding his greatest pleasure 
and recreation in the invocation of her name through the myster- 
ies of the rosary. In our own times, when, though charity seems 
to have grown cold, there still glows and burns an unquenchable 
fire of faith and love in the souls of countless servants of our 
Lady, honored names crowd thick and fast upon the memory as 
types of her unswerving champions and faithful clients. 

And where in the history of Christianity, do we read of a 
more zealous promoter of this beautiful devotion, a more fervent 
client of the rosary than Leo XIII., the great pope, who conse- 
crated the month of October to the solemn recital of this heavenly 
devotion. What shall we say of our present holy Father, the 
saintly Pontiff Pius X. It would be a truly edifying spectacle to 
behold this august Ruler of the Church when, with the simplicity 
of a child, he daily performs this devotion. 
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So will the love of Mary continue to swell and throb in the 
vast arteries of humanity, the veins of true Christians—thus shall 
Catholicism cause it to overflow lips and hearts. Fervent invo- 
cations, beloved pilgrimages, heroic virtues, sublime devotedness 
resound in an immense concert, echoing from North to South, 
from East to West, to accomplish the strange prophesy which 
fell from the lips of the Lily of Israel, ages ago: ‘‘All generations 
shall call me blessed.’’ 


A Magnificent Monstrance. 


The monastery of Czenstochau in Poland possesses a 
votive monstrance of truly imperial splendor. It contains 
twenty-two pounds of pure gold, and is adorned with 2366 
diamonds, 2208 rubies, 30 sapphires, 81 emeralds and 214 
precious pearls. The largest diamond is valued at $60,000. 
The artistic workmanship and magnificence of this mon- 
strance justly deserves admiration, and yet it is probably 
not used more than once or twice a year. 

Our future new monstrance to be procured for the 
perpetual adoration, will no doubt, be quite unassuming 
in appearance, compared to the splendor of the Czenstochau 
monstrance, even if its value should amount to $3,000. 
Up to this time, somewhat more than half of this amount 
has been contributed in money and valuables. As after 
the first of December, the silver and gold articles must be 
smelted and sent to Europe, we beg all who still wish to 
contribute money or jewelry for the glory of our Eucha- 
ristic Lord, to do so during the months of October and 
November. 


We have received the gold brooch with the set of beautiful diamonds. 
It will be a grand thing for the new monstrance. Many, many thanks to 
the unknown sender. 
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Origin of the Feast of the Holy Rosary. 


epaa) CARCELY had Selim II. succeeded to the Turkish throne, 
when he broke the treaty of peace which by a solemn 
oath his father Soliman II. had made with the Venetians 
and which he himself had ratified. Looking with a jeal- 
ous eye at the rich island of Cyprus, then in their possession, he 
equipped a numerous fleet and army, in order to bring it under 
his power. But desiring to conceal his designs, he dispatched 
General Achmet with 60,000 men to Albania, General Ali-Bassa 
with forty galleys to the island of Chios, and finally the formida- 
ble Mustapha to Cyprus, with more than three hundred vessels 
and a correspondingly great number of troops. The greater part 
of the island surrendered without opposition. Nicosia and the 
sea-port of Famagusta were the only strongholds on the island. 
The Turks landed unmolested, marched directly to Nicosia, be- 
sieged the city, and at the expiration of seven weeks, took it by 
storm. About 20,000 of the inhabitants, regardless of age and 
sex, were Slain, 15,000 captured as slaves, and immense booty 
carried away. 

In their second expedition, the infidels gained possession of 
Famagusta. The inhabitants having become terrified at the fate 
of Nicosia, and being weak in numbers and without ammunition, 
the valiant commander, Bragadino, found himself compelled, 
after a long and vigorous resistance, to capitulate. However, the 
very act whereby the people expected to be saved, brought on 
their total destruction. Mustapha, the barbarous Turkish com- 
mander-in-chief, had agreed to all the terms of capitulation, and 
confirmed them with an oath; nevertheless, he commanded the 
entire garrison and all the most distinguished of the inhabitants 
who came to see him, to be murdered. 

Thrice he had threatened to put the heroic Bragadino to the 
sword, but could not intimidate him. Finally, Mustapha ordered 
that his nose and ears be cut off, and that he be stretched out on 
the ground, whereupon he tauntingly mocked and insulted his vic- 
tim. ‘‘Where now is your Christ,’’ he said to him, ‘‘and why 
does He not rescue you out of my hands if He is the Almighty?’’ 
Two days later, while his wounds were still bleeding, Bragadino 
was led about upon the rampart, with a basket full of earth sus- 
pended from his neck, and as often as he met the Pasha, he was 
forced to bow down to the ground before him. 

Thereupon, to the consternation of the Christians, who, with 
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full confidence in the terms of capitulation had borded the vessels 
and were then forced to remain, he was fastened to a mast, and 
finally amid the sound of trumpets, was led to the market-place 
and flayed alive. In the midst of these terrible tortures, this 
Christian hero evinced a constancy, which religion alone could 
have infused. Without betraying the least symptoms of pain, he 
prayed unceasingly until he expired in the hands of the execu- 
tioner. Enraged at such a fearless confession of faith, Mustapha 
extended his barbarous treatment and insultation even to the 
corpse of his enemy. 
Christendom Justly Tndignant. 

This barbarity of the Turks roused the indignation of Chris- 
tendom. The Pope, the King of Spain, and the republic of Ven- 
ice, united in a powerful league to subjugate the infidels, and it 
was decided to wage war against them in the center of their king- 
dom. The Christians, accordingly, fitted out a fleet of about two- 
hundred and thirty vessels, and six galleys heavily laden with 
artillery. Don Juan of Austria, a brother of the King of Spain, 
although but twenty-four years of age, was appointed chief com- 
mander of the entire army. His counsellors were Andrew Doria, 
one of the most famous naval officers of the century, and Louis 
of Ragusa, whose sagacity merited for him so important a trust. 

The Papal fleet was under the direction of Marco Antonio 
Colonna, who was likewise to take charge of the army in the ab- 
sence of Don Juan. The fleet of the republic, was placed under 
the command of the noble Venetian, Barbarigo. Moreover, there 
were gathered in this army the flower of the Italian and Spanish 
nobility, many of whom had become famous for their deeds of 
heroism. Following the advice of the holy pontiff, Pius V., the 
Christians recommended themselves to the protection of the 
Mother of God, and adorned the admiral’s flag with the holy ro- 
sary. The Turkish fleet, under the command of Ali Pasha, was 
much stronger than that of the Christians, and consisted of two- 
hundred galleys and seventy frigates. The bold and haughty 
barbarians considered themselves so powerful, that they supposed 
their enemy would not have the courage to meet them. 

Eager for the combat, the belligerent parties came in sight 
in the gulf of Lepanto near Actium; on the very place where 
Augustus and Marcus Antonius had formerly contended for the 
Roman Empire, were the Christians and the Mussulmans now 
about to fight for the possession of Europe. When the two ar- 
mies, but twelve miles apart, were arranged in battle-array, Don 
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Juan ordered the papal banner to be displayed, and sailing through 
the lines of vessels in a bark, he exhorted the soldiers to fight val- 
iantly under the banner of Jesus Christ, and to fear no danger. 
The Christian soldiers, beholding the banner which bore a repre- 
sentation of our crucified Savior, cast themselves on their knees, 
and in imitation of their commander, swore to fight for the honor 
of God even to the last drop of their blood. 


Che Heroic Fight. 


Don Juan gave the signal for assault by firing a cannon, 
whereupon the armies assailed each other with a clash, resem- 
bling that of a frightful thunder-storm. At first the wind was fa- 
vorable to the Turks, but when the conflict began, the sea became 
calm. Shortly afterwards, a brisk gale arose and carried clouds 
of smoke upon the Turkish fleet. In this circumstance the Chris- 
tian soldiers recognized the first fruit of their confidence in Him, 
who alone commands the elements. For fully five hours victory 
was uncertain on eitherside. Near the end of the third hour, the 
left flank of the Christians gained the ascendency, for Barbarigo, 
the Venetian commander, destroyed and sunk the galleys of his 
opponent Sirach, in the opposite flank of the Turkish fleet. Sirach 
resisted the attack most obstinately, and inspired his men with the 
heroism with which he himself was animated; but as soon as he 
had fallen, his soldiers became discouraged and steered their ves- 
sels shoreward in such haste, that many foundered. The valiant 
Barbarigo, likewise lost his life, being struck in the eye by an ar- 
row, from the effect of which he died the following day. 

As soon as the news of Sirach’s defeat reached the center of 
the Christian army where Don Juan had taken position opposite 
the Turkish admiral, the Spaniards not wishing to leave all the hon- 
or of victory to the Venetians, fired upon the enemy with desper- 
ate vehemence, and killed their leader, Ali Pasha. Thereupon 
they gained possession of the vessels by pulling them in with 
hooks, and when Don Juan proclaimed the victory, they no longer 
fought, but massacred without clemency, while the stupefied 
Musselmans allowed themselves to be slaughtered without resist- 
ance. 

Glorious Victory. 

In this memorable battle, the infidels lost 35,000 soldiers with 
their admiral and chief officers; and 15,000 Christian rowers, 
slaves on the Turkish galleys, were set at liberty. The Christians 
lost about 8,000 men. 
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The seventh of October, 1571, on which the battle of Lepanto 
occured, was a day of general rejoicing for the republic, and the 
event was ordered to be celebrated every year. The holy Pope 
Pius V., to whose fervent supplications to Mary, the successful 
issue of the battle was especially attributed, appointed a festival 
to be celebrated by the whole Church in honor of the Mother of 
God, which was called ‘‘Mary of Victory,”’ and in the litany of Our 
Lady he inserted these words: ‘“Help of Christians, pray for us.’’ 
As mentioned above, the successful issue of the battle was attri- 
buted to the prayers of the saintly pontiff. At the very time 
when far out at sea, the Christians proclaimed victory, the Holy 
Father was informed of the happy issue by supernatural revela- 
tions. He arose from prayer, opened the window, and requested 
all present to unite with him in returning thanks to God for grant- 
ing their prayers. 


Tustitution of the Feast of the Holy Rosary. 


From the beginning of the expedition he had summoned all 
Christendom to prayer, especially the confraternities of the holy 
rosary, and these, as was revealed to him, had contributed essen- 
tially to the victory of the Christians. Pius V. was a Dominican, 


and in order to avoid making the impression that he was guided 
by partiality for his Order, he maintained silence regarding the 
power of the rosary devotion. His successor Gregory XIII., 
however, availed himself of this occasion to elevate the esteem 
for the rosary devotion in the hearts of the faithful, and instituted 
a feast of the holy rosary, to be celebrated annually, in grateful 
remembrance of the glorious victory at Lepanto. This feast was 
ever to be observed on the first Sunday of October, the day on 
which, in 1571, the rosary-confraternities observed their devotions 
for the sucess of the Christian arms. Finally, on account of two 
additional victories gained through the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin, Pope Clement XI., in 1712, ordered the feast of the holy 
rosary to be celebrated by the entire Church. 
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How the Indulgences Attached to Your Rosary May Be Lost. 


You can not sell your blessed rosary, or give it away as a 
present, after you have used it, otherwise the indulgences are lost, 
both for yourself and for the recipient. In such a case the rosary 
must be blessed again. 

You can not loan your rosary to another person, except with 
the understanding that he can not gain the indulgences, as the 
rosary is intended only for yourself. 

If you lose your rosary, the person who finds it can not gain 
the indulgences. Should it be returned to you, it need not be 
blessed again. 

Frequently, two or more members of a family, have similar 
rosaries. To prevent them being interchanged, they should be 
marked. 

In order to have all possible security that the indulgences are 
not lost, persons wishing blessed rosaries, are requested to send 
the money for same in advance. The rosaries will be blessed by 
our Rev. Chaplain on the following Monday, and will be enriched 
with the Dominican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and the 
crosses with the indulgences of the Way of the Cross and the in- 
dulgence for the dying. Afterwards they will be mailed to the 


respective parties. 


Fine Rosaries. 


Pearl rosaries with gold chain and eross, $1.00, $1.50, $2.00. 

Pearl rosaries with silver chain and cross, $1.00. 

Amethyst, garnet, erystal, sapphire and jet cut stone rosaries 
with gold chain and cross, $1.50, $1.75 and $2.50, according to 
quality. 

Suitable presents for first Communion, Confirmation, Wedding, etc. 


Rosaries for Ordinary Use. 


Steel-chained cocoa rosaries with nickel-bound crosses, 21 and 
22 inches long, with large and medium-sized beads: $0.50. 20 
inehes long, medium-sized, round beads: $0.40. 15 inches long, 
small beads: $0.25. 

Crosses for the dying, at $0.30, $0.40 and $0.50. 

All these rosaries, if paid for in advance, will be enriched with the Do- 


minican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and the crosses with the indulgences 
of the Way of the Cross and the indulgence for the dying. 





Wonderful Conversion 
Of a Jewish Youth through the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


11 Strasburg, Germany, there resided a young nobleman 

/ named Ratisbonne, the son of wealthy Jewish parents, 

who had been educated in all the arts and sciences that 

See) the world considers worth knowing. After the death of 

his parents, he lived with an uncle who was at the head of a rich 

banking establishment, and having no children of his own, fur- 

nished his nephew with plenty of money, and later on intended to 

transfer his business to him. Moreover, Ratisbonne was affianced 

to a young Jewess, who united in her person all those qualities 
calculated to assure his happiness. 

But any one, who is at all acquainted with human nature 
knows that a youth of this type, high-minded and gay, with an 
abundance of money at his disposal, has neither time nor inclina- 
tion left for religion, even should he accidentally have been bap- 
tized. What, then, was the state of affairs with this young 
cavalier?, He had no faith in the Jewish religion, and that of 
Christians he detested. 

As his betrothed was but sixteen years of age, the marriage 
was postponed, and he decided to go abroad for a year. It hap- 
pened that his journey took him to Rome. Here, in the Eternal 
City, his hatred of Catholicity seemed to grow stronger than ever. 
On one occasion, a pious gentleman, named Bussiere, whom he 
was visiting, spoke to him on religion, whereupon Ratisbonne as 
usual, expressed bitter hatred and contempt for the Catholic 
Church. For a few moments Bussiere was silent, then as though 
divinely inspired, the singular idea occurred to him, to request 
the scoffing Jew to wear a medal of the Blessed Virgin, and to 
pray the ‘‘Memorare’’ every morning and evening. ‘‘In this 
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way,” he said, ‘“‘you can try for yourself whether the Catholic 
religion possesses any merits or not.’’ 

Ratisbonne at first derided and refused his friend’s proposal, 
but finally accepted the medal and prayer, as the thought occurred 
to him that it would be an amusing keepsake for his betrothed. 
Although his contempt for religion continued, his memory was 
haunted by the words of the ‘“Memorare,’’ and he felt drawn, 
in spite of himself, sometimes to repeat it. 


“T Cell You Beforehand, the Jew Will Be Converted.” 


During this time Ferronays, formerly French Minister, lived 
in Rome. He was an exceptionally virtuous, religious man. 
Bussiere, who knew him well, spoke to him about Ratisbonne, 
and recommended the young Israelite to his prayers. Ferronays 
promised to pray for him and added pleasantly, “‘I tell you before- 
hand, the Jew will be converted.’’ The next morning Ferronays 
attended holy Mass, and the evening of the same day, died sud- 
denly. Two days later, as Bussiere was on his way to the church 
of St. Andrew, to make some arrangements regarding his friend’s 
funeral, he met Ratisbonne on the street. Bussiere invited the 
latter to accompany him for a drive, but asked him to wait a few 
minutes until he attended to his affairs. While Bussiere had gone 
to the sacristy, Ratisbonne walked around to look at the church. 

When Bussiere returned, he found his companion kneeling at 
the entrance of a side chapel, his face buried in his hands. 
Bussiere spoke to him, and placed his hand upon the young man’s 
shoulder, but received no reply. Finally, Ratisbonne raised his 
head, his face was bathed in tears, and again and again he fer- 
vently kissed the miraculous medal. The first words he uttered, 
were, ‘‘Oh, how this man has prayed for me!’’ He meant the 
deceased Ferronays, whom he had never seen, nor had he ever 
heard of the prayers that were said for him. 

After Ratisbonne had somewhat recovered from his agitation 
he related: ‘‘While I was waiting for you here in the church, I 
was suddenly seized with a strange sensation, and the whole 
building around seemed to have disappeared. I could see nothing 
but a bright ray of light proceeding from the little chapel, and in 
the midst of this light, beautiful and majestic, was the Blessed 
Virgin as represented on this medal. I fell on my knees, and 
immediately was penetrated with a lively faith in the Christian 
religion and an ardent desire to be baptized.’’ On another oc- 
casion he remarked: ‘‘At that moment it seemed as though a 
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bandage had fallen from the blinded eyes of my spirit; all preju- 
dices I had inbibed for Christianity from childhood, had entirely 
disappeared. No sooner did I behold the apparition than I also 
comprehended the truth of Catholicity, although previously I had 
never read a Catholic book, but had always blasphemed and de- 
spised that religion.’’ 

Ratisbonne was baptized, and as he could not persuade his 
betrothed to embrace the Catholic faith, he severed all former 
friendship with her, became a priest, and was untiring in his zeal 
and efforts to convert his former brethren, the Jews. This Al- 
phonse Ratisbonne died at Jerusalem, May 6, 1884, after many 
years of fruitful labor in the Lord’s vineyard. His elder brother, 
Theodore, who had been converted and entered the priesthood 
many years previously, had died in Paris, on January 2d of the 
same year. 


Chree Hail Marys. 


Fi Ladder to Heaven for the Just and for Sinners. 

NE of the principal means of salvation, one of the surest 
signs of predestination, is, without doubt, devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The fathers of the Church unan- 
imously declare with St. Alphonsus, that any one who 
perseveres in venerating Mary can not be lost. God has be- 
stowed upon Mary inexpressibly great power and most compas- 
sionate mercy, which all those experience who pray to her with 
confidence and perseverance. But could there be an easier or 
simpler devotion than daily to pray three Hail Marys in honor of 
the prerogatives with which the most Blessed Trinity endowed 
the Queen of Heaven? The practice of this devotion was revealed 
to St Mechtilde, by the Heavenly Mother herself, as a means 
whereby all can obtain the grace of final perseverance and a 

happy death, and it is well adapted for persons of all classes. 
One of the first to practice this devotion was the great St. 
Anthony of Padua; his special intention thereby was to honor 
the immaculate virginity of Mary; and to obtain the grace of 
preserving perfect purity of body, heart, and mind, in the midst 
of the dangers of the world. Many who imitated his example, 
have experienced this salutary effect. Later on, St. Leonard of 
Port Maurice recommended the devout recital of three Hail Marys 
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in honor of the Immaculate Mother, to obtain the grace of avoid- 
ing mortal sin. The Saint promised salvation to those who per- 
severe in this devotion. St. Alphonsus also adopted this devout 
practice, and its propagation was largely due to his pious ex- 
ample. He often advised others to pray the three Hail Marys, 
and in the confessional gave this as a penance to those who were 
not in the habit of performing this devotion. The holy Doctor 
admonishes parents and confessors in particular, to be solicitous 
to have the children faithfully say their three Hail Marys every 
morning and evening. He recommended this devotion to all, to 
men and women, to young and old, to the devout as well as to 
sinners. Even persons consecrated to God, will derive great 
benefit from this practice. Many have thereby obtained most 
extraordinary favors: the grace of conversion, or that of perse- 
verance, or the vocation to the priesthood and to the religious 
state. This devotion is a heavenly remedy for all diseases of the 
soul, especially for the pestilence of impurity. Young men can 
not be advised too strongly to practice it, either to preserve purity 
or to regain it. 
Joy of the Mother of God. 

One of the holiest joys experienced by the Blessed Virgin was 
that which the angel, or rather, the most Holy Trinity bestowed 
upon her by the message of the angel, announcing that she would 
be the Mother of God. As often as we remind her of this joy, by 
devoutly repeating the divine salutation, we renew, as it were, 
the joy she experienced when she first heard this salutation from 
the angel, and her generous heart in return gives us some special 
grace. But we must salute Mary with fervent love and devotion, 
for a thoughtless repetition of the Hail Mary would avail nothing. 
As our salvation began with this salutation, so in some degree, is 
the spiritual welfare of each individual depending thereon. The 
Blessed Virgin revealed to St. Mechtilde, that no act of homage 
could give her more joy than this prayer. 

From this we can form an estimate of the value and power 
of the three Hail Marys. The devotion of the three Hail Marys 
is truly a ladder to heaven. During an apparition, a Franciscan 
brother saw a white ladder, upon which Mary stood. All who 
ascended the ladder, arrived safe at the top, for Mary came to 
meet them, stretched forth her hand, and led them to heaven. 
One day St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi beheld in a vision, a ship 
upon the sea, wherein were all those who venerate the Heavenly 
Mother. Mary herself was at the helm and conducted them safe 
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to port. Richard of St. Lawrence therefore says, ‘‘All who are 
outside of this ship will founder upon the sea of the world, but 
all who perseveringly practice the devotion of the three Hail 
Marys, are in Mary’s ship, and will safely reach the port of 
heaven.’’ 

Mary’s Ship. 

We, as apostles of this devotion, must be penetrated with 
zeal to lead many souls into Mary’s ship, especially the dear 
children, as St. Alphonsus admonishes us. The world at present 
is truly a system of temptations, and youthful hearts all too easily 
fall a prey to its snares. Numberless are the lilies of chastity, 
which daily are broken and trodden under foot. Whata precious 
treasure, what an incomprehensibly great happiness there is in 
the possession of innocence. Not until a person has reached the 
serious years of reflection, does he understand its great value. 
With the voice of the last judgment’s trumpet, all parents and 
tutors ought to be admonished: ‘‘You, to whom have been en- 
trusted the most precious treasures of heaven and earth, innocent 
children, oh, watch over their purity, lead them into Mary’s ship 
by the devotion of the three Hail Marys to protect their purity, 
for the woe or welfare of your children depends thereon. And 
all you who are solicitous for the salvation of souls, propagate 
this devotion at every opportunity.’’ Let us consider the words 
of the renowned Father Faber, ‘‘Thousands of souls go to ruin 
because they are kept at a distance from Mary.’’ The Blessed 
Virgin revealed to the Ven. Mary of Agreda, that she snatched 
thousands of souls from Satan, because they still practiced some 
devotion to her. 

It is harmful to souls if they do not understand wherein 
the devotion to Mary consists, and imagine that the devotion 
consists only in the imitation of her virtues. The Jesuit Father 
Gallifet says, that the essence of the devotion to Mary consists 
in the esteem, love, and confidence we bear towards her; the 
imitation of her virtues, is a fruit of this devotion with pious and 
holy souls. For sinners it produces sooner or later, the fruit of 
true repentance. Therefore, the Church calls Mary the refuge 
of sinners. Oh, let us be apostles of the devotion to the Mother 
of God. How much we can thereby do for our own welfare and 
for the salvation of souls. Our names will be engraven in the 
heart of our Heavenly Mother, as she herself revealed to the 
Ven. Mary Victoria Angelica of the Servites, in Rome. The 
Blessed Virgin appeared to her one Easter day, her countenance 
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radiant in heavenly splendor, showing her heart, wherein Ven. 
Mary beheld written her own name and that of many other de- 
vout servants of Mary. 

Pope Leo XIII. granted an indulgence of 200 days to all who 
practice the devotion of the three Hail Marys mornings and 
evenings and add the invocation: ‘*O my Mother, protect me this 
night (this day) from every mortal sin.’’ (Brief of Feb. 8, 1900.) 


Be Assiduous in Going to Church. 


OD is indeed present everywhere, but especially in the 

} church; therefore the church is called the house of God. 

On every church-door the words which came from heaven 

and were heard by St. John ought to be written: ‘“‘Be- 

hold the tabernacle of God with men, and he will dwell with them’’ 

(Apocal. xxi, 3). The house of God towers high above the dwell- 

ings of men; in the latter, we are solicitous about things of a 

temporal nature, while in the former we are concerned about our 

spiritual affairs. The church-steeple which is visible far off, points 

heavenward and directs our attention to our eternal home; and 

as the sound of trumpets called the Israelites to Mt. Sinai, thus 

the sound of the bell summons us to the same God, to hear His 
commandments and receive His paternal blessing. 

From the place of our birth, the house of our earthly father, 
we were carried to the house of our Heavenly Father, to be 
cleansed of the inherited stain of sin, and to be born again of 
water and the Holy Ghost. The first garment for our body was 
given us in our parents’ home, but our soul was first clothed in ~ 
the house of God with the angelic garment of innocence. At 
home, our temporal father accepted us as his children, and there 
we were nourished with earthly food; in the church we were 
adopted by the Eternal Father, and are fed with heavenly food. 
In our earthly habitation we came to realize all too soon the curse 
of sin and were compelled to taste the bitterness of the sentence : 
“In the sweat of thy brow thou shalt eat thy bread’’; but in the 
house of God we have experienced the blessing of redemption and 
the sweetness of these consoling words: ‘‘Come to me, all you 
that labor and are burdened, and I will refresh you.’’ And when 
the time arrives that our body will no longer be able to partake 
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of temporal food, when overcome by weakness and misery we 
lay stretched on our death-bed, and are about to wander the way 
of all flesh, we shall then from the house of God be provided by 
the best physician with the best remedy, by the best of Fathers 
with the best viaticum, the most holy body of His Son and the 
strengthening oil of salvation. Therefore, the more assiduous 
we are in going to His house during the days of health, the more 
will God be inclined to send His divine Son into our house when 
we are ill, and the more joyfully we follow the call of the bell to 
prayer, the more joyfully may we once answer the sound of the 
trumpet calling us to our eternal reward. 


Zeal of the Chosen People. 


Already in the Old Law, the tabernacle was considered as a 
sanctified place, where sacrifices should be offered to God, and 
where the prayers of the people would be acceptable to Him. 
How joyfully does King David exclaim: ‘‘I will go to the altar 
of God, to God, who giveth joy to my youth.’’ He had gathered 
together immense treasures, in order to erect a dwelling to the 
Most High. This magnificent temple, which on account of its 
splendor was numbered among the wonders of the world, was 
completed by his son, Solomon the Wise. God Himself assured 
Solomon in a vision at night, that whenever misfortunes should 
befall the land, the people should come to the temple to pray for 
deliverance, and they would be heard. ‘‘My eyes shall be open, 
and my ears attentive to the prayer of him that shall pray in this 
place.’’ Consequently all pious Jews were animated with great 
zeal to visit the temple. 

While Tobias still dwelt in Israel, and his country-men were 
adoring the golden calf erected by Jeroboam, he journeyed alone 
all the way to Jerusalem to pray in the temple. During the Ba- 
bylonian captivity, the prophet Daniel continually sighed and 
longed for the temple, and when he prayed, he opened the win- 
dow that faced Jerusalem, that he might at least direct his eyes 
towards the sacred place. When the Jews, after seventy years 
of captivity, returned to their native country, their first care was 
to rebuild the temple, and not until the house of God was com- 
pleted were they concerned about their own dwellings. For the 
maintenance of the temple, the Jews contributed willingly, even 
at the time of Christ, when religious zeal had already grown cold; 
the poorest widow sacrificed her last farthing for this purpose. 
We read of the aged prophetess Ann that she never left the 
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temple, and served God there day and night in fasting and pray- 
er. It was in the temple that Ann and Simeon were privileged 
to see the Savior of the world for the first time. 

How joyfully the child Jesus, at the age of twelve years, ac- 
companied Mary and Joseph on their long journey to the temple 
of Jerusalem, where He remained in the house of His Father for 
three days. The Acts of the Apostles relate that on Pentecost, 
when the Holy Ghost descended upon the apostles, Jews from 
all parts of the world had come to Jerusalem, to perform their 
devotions in the temple of the only true God. Think of their 
long and wearisome journeys, and the heavy expenses they in- 
curred. 

Common Prayer. 

Tertullian testifies that the first Christians attached great 
importance to common prayer in their religious assemblies. ‘“‘We 
assemble in great numbers,’’ he says, ‘‘in order that like a pow- 
erful army, with united strength and one voice, we may carry 
through our petitions and force God to grant them. In this 
manner we conquer, as it were, the Almighty, the invincible 
One, and compel Him to hear us. And behold, this violence is 
even pleasing to Him.’’ Here we must remember that the first 
Christians were obliged to make use of subterranean vaults, caves 
and other dark and damp places for their churches. Their at- 
tendance there, was always connected with great difficulties, and 
in most cases at the risk of their lives. They were frequently 
taken by surprise in the midst of their services and dragged to 
the place of martyrdom— yet they came ‘“‘in great numbers.’’ 
Many of us consider even a short distance to the house of God, 
too great; the largest church seems too oppressive; the most 
solemn services too wearisome. 

The following little anecdote may help to give some encour- 
agement to those whose route to church is long and difficult. 

“‘A hermit had to go a great distance for the water he 
needed. One time, having grown weary of going so far, he said 
to himself, ‘Why should I go to so much trouble? I will leave 
my old hut, and build a new one near this spring.’ On his way 
back while engaged in these thoughts, he suddenly heard some 
one. approaching from behind. Looking around he beheld a beau- 
tiful youth. The hermit asked him who he was and what brought 
him to this forsaken desert. ‘I am an angel from heaven,’ an- 
swered the youth, ‘and am counting your steps in order that you 
may once be rewarded for each of them.’ Then he disappeared. 
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Now the hermit realized that the long and wearisome trip was a 
source of merit for him, and never after did he feel discontented 
about going so far. 

Persons who live far from the church, yet go there frequently, 
may have the consoling assurance that each and every step will 
become meritorious for them. Experience teaches that those who 
live near the church, are more apt to be late for services than 
others who must come a great distance. There isa great deal of 
truth in the saying, ‘‘He who is slow to go to church is slow to 
go to heaven.’’ 

Every church contains, as it were, that mysterious ladder 
reaching up to heaven, which was seen by Jacob in his dream. 
Here, likewise, the angels ascend and descend, carrying our pray- 
ers to God, and bringing back to us His graces. According to 
St. Chrysostom, the church is the palace, and the tabernacle, the 
throne, where Christ is as truly present with body and soul, with 
divinity and humanity, under the appearance of bread, as He 
sitteth at the right hand of His Father in heaven. These words 
of our Lord: ‘‘Where there are two or three gathered together 
‘in my name, there am I in the midst of them,’’ can be especially 
applied to the house of God. It is precisely in the church where 
many pray together, and Jesus with them, that their prayer be- 
comes all the more efficacious. The church is that princely hall 
in which the King of kings gives daily audience, and where rich 
and poor, high and low, may present their petitions. St. Bernard 
says: ‘‘Good children take delight in being in their father’s house; 
and if we wish to be good children of our Heavenly Father, where 
could we more anxiously desire to be than in His dwelling?’’ 
“‘The church,’”’ says St. Ambrose, “‘is a miniature heaven. Who- 
soever finds no pleasure in going to the small heaven, will not be 
admitted into the large one.”’ 


FA Condemned Man’s Anchor of Hope. 


In the spring of this year, Andrew Toth, who had been sen- 
tenced to life-long imprisonment, in Pittsburg, Pa., on charge of 
murder, was set free by order of Governor Tener. After passing 
twenty years within the walls of the penitentiary his innocence 
came to light. Thousands of laborers from the Carnegie work- 
shops, where A. Toth had at that time been employed, came to 
welcome him. Toth is now fifty years of age, but has the appear- 
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ance of a man of seventy. Among the crowd who greeted him, 
were his four grown up sons, all laborers in the same mills from 
which their father was led forth a convict, twenty years ago. He 
was asked whether he entertained any feelings of anger or revenge 
towards the man who had accused him of murder. Taking his 
rosary, and affectionately passing the beads through his fingers, 
Toth replied *‘My rosary has preserved me from insanity. Daily 
I prayed to God and the Blessed Virgin that through her inter- 
cession with her Divine Son, my innocence would some day be 
proved.”’ 

An Austrian laborer, who returned to his country last year, 
confessed before the magistrates in his native place, that from a 
motive of revenge, he had accused Andy Toth as the perpetrator 
of a murder that had been commited, because the latter had made 
sport of him when he fell over a spittoon in the court-room. The 
governor being informed of Toth’s innocence, ordered an investi- 
gation, whereupon he was set free.—The poor man had to pay 
dearly for his merriment. In his great misfortune, Toth had found 
a powerful support in religion, which proved to be his anchor of 
hope, while thousands of others, under the same circumstances, 
would have despaired. 


Select Prayer Books. 


Golden Links. A new, ideal prayer book, suitable for all classes 
of Catholics, for young and old. Besides the usual Church Devo- 
tions, it contains only most excellent original prayers, not found in 
other prayer books. By a Benedictine Father of Conception Abbey, 
Conception, Mo. 

White celluloid binding, with beautiful chromo design, round 
corners, gilt edges, metal clasp. Size 4% x 2% in. 347 pages $1.5 

Persian Calf, round corners, gilt edges, padded i. 

Persian Calf, limp, round corners, gilt edges ‘ 

French Morocco, gilt edges, 

Morocco, red edges 


Joy in God. A handy “‘Vest Pocket Manual.” Contents simi- 
lar to Golden Links. Size 434x2% in. 270 pages 

German Calf, gilt edges $1.35 

Morocco Grain, gilt edges -75 

Morocco, red edges 65 


Gems of Prayers. A prayer book for all. Size 4% x 3% in. 
402 pages. Black leather binding, gilt edges, $0.80, $1.00, $1,50. 


Key of Heaven. A complete prayer book for general use. In 
leather binding, gilt edges, $1.00, $1.60. 








Excellent Spiritual Books. 


“FATHER PAUL OF MOLL.” 


A book which is read with wonder and edification. It 
gives an interesting account of the numerous miracles 
wrought by this saintly Benedictine and wonder-worker 
of our own day, some of his prophetic and striking say- 
ings, and a number of his soul-inspiring letters. The 
book has been highly recommended by priests and by the 
faithful. 

Handsomely printed and attractively bound in cloth, 
with five full-page illustrations, 400 pages $1.00 


INSPIRING WORDS OF THE BL. CURE OF ARS. 


A precious little work containing the beautiful in- 
structions and exhortations of this holy priest. It well 
deserves a distinguished place in every Catholic family. 


Neatly bound $0.25 
German edition -30 


CONSOLING REVELATIONS. 


Many a devout reader will derive the greatest spiritual 
benefit from the perusal of this little work. It shows the 
value of prayer and of a good intention. Scarcely another 
book could be found that offers to the Christian heart so 
much that is consoling and encouraging, in so small a space. 


Bound in cloth, 125 pages $0.35 
The same in German .30 
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